END OF THE KING AND OF THE GIRONDE
pressed into service. Detachments of soldiers were
placed in front of the prisons to prevent a repetition of
the September massacres, and then Hanriot led his
army towards the Tuileries. Long before noon, the
Convention, which had assembled at ten that morning,
was securely bottled. Cannon were levelled at the
building. Deputies arriving late were escorted into the
hall by two sentries. Those trying to leave were stopped.
One who attempted to force his way through only
succeeded in getting his clothes torn.
It was a humiliating situation for an Assembly whose
predecessors had defied a king and had challenged the
rulers of the earth. Danton and several others voiced
their indignation. Delacroix made a motion that Han-
riot be ordered to withdraw. The motion carried amidst
protests from the galleries, and Barere mounted the
tribune and proposed that the Convention march out
in a body and deliver the order to Hanriot. "Then", he
says in his memoirs, "Robespierre stepped up behind
me and said in a low voice: 'What are you doing?
You are making a fine mess of things!'—whereupon it
dawned upon me what role that hypocrite had been
playing in all this without daring to come out into the
open."
Barere's motion likewise carried, and all but Robes-
pierre, Marat and some thirty others filed out behind
the president, Herault de Sechelles.
Robespierre knew that the recalcitrants must soon
return. Hanriot would not withdraw and would not
let them pass. That day the long, bitter struggle be-
tween him and Brissot would come to an end. He
knew that the responsibility would then be his and
.might well have been appalled by the enormity of that
responsibility. That very day message after message had
reached the Convention, each with the news of some
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